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The Issues in the Legalization Process of Personal Assistance in Taiwan

Eunice Ya-Yu KAO

Abstract:

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities specifies Personal Assistance (PA) as an essential
support for persons with disabilities to live in the community. In Taiwan, PA has been implemented as a legal
service since 2012. However, even after a decade, numerous local governments continue to utilize PA as a
supplement to home care services. Further, due to the limited usage hours, PA is not a sufficient service for
persons with disabilities to live in the community. It is assumed that the background of this problem is closely
related to the legislative process and administrative implementation.

This study focuses on examining the process of forming the current PA system using an analysis of
parliamentary minutes. Examining the system formation process by dividing it into four stages, as a result, it
was found that the Legislators lacked awareness about the essence of PA and the Independent Living in
community of persons with disabilities. This finding advances the main reason for the problem is that the
legislation was enacted too quickly without sufficient discussion of the various elements of the system and the

overlaps and differences with existing systems.

Keywords: support, Personal Assistance (PA), persons with disabilities, Independent Living, Taiwan
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