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How People of Island Community in Okinawa Behaved Concerning
Home Treatment of Hansen's Disease with Public Health Nurse under
US Military Rule

SUZUKI Yoko

Abstract:

Hansen's disease is said to be officially treated at home in Okinawa, when it was under US military rule in
post-WW2. However, the actual situation and how people in the community behaved concerning home
treatment of Hansen'’s disease has been little studied. This paper aims to reveal how people behaved concerning
Hansen's disease in an island community of Okinawa, by focusing on the role of Public Health Nurse
(hereinafter, PHN), who resided in the village. The research interviewed people in the sanatorium now and in
the past, people in the community, PHN, and it studied the newsletters of the patients’ association in the
sanatorium, and the reports of health screening for Hansen's disease. PHN was institutionalized by US Military
and they were expected to take responsibility of home treatment. However, health screening by PHN triggered
patients to leave the community, which contradicted the role expected to PHN for home treatment. By this
paradoxical result, the paper concludes that old custom which behaved as if there were no Hansen's disease
patient in their community and the old concept of patients should stay in the sanatorium under Japan'’s
prevention law continued. Thus the PHN's health screening revealed people’s hidden hope to exclude the

patients from their community.

Keywords: Hansen's disease, Public Health Nurse, Okinawa, home treatment, health screening
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