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P 57 6 — 0.8 0.47

NJE I S
GRS H (HA) fif (Wifee) H (HA) fir (6 H (HA) fif (Wife)
Wi+ = 0.83 0.42 8.01 4.17 5.89 —
BIG Y-y 0.87 0.42 7.96 4.07 6.03 2.34
KIETEAE 0.84 0.44 8.34 4.37 5.53 2.7
KiE = 0.87 0.42 8.29 4.38 5.55 2
KiE = 0.77 0.42 7.84 4.25 5.61 2.1
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Modernization of Japanese Civil Engineering Construction Industry
and Korean Laborers

OMURA Yoichi

Abstract:

Generally, it is thought in historical studies that the mobilization of Korean laborers began after colonization
as a result of land and labor deprivation caused by the construction of the colonial Kyonbu railroad. The
purpose of this paper is to consider the economic and social impact of the construction of the Kyonbu railroad on
rural society in the southern Korean Peninsula. The study is based on reports in Kougakkaisi (Journals of
Engineering Societies) by Japanese engineers who participated in the construction of the railroad. The research
found (1) that the employment agreements of Korean laborers were equivalent to those of Japanese paid
laborers and (2) that the Korean paid laborers had been pushed out from the farming sector by poverty and the
closing of farms before colonization. That is to say, the construction of the Kyonbu railroad produced surplus
laborers in Korea from 1907 to 1910. The colonial railroad construction influenced not only the Korean labor
structure but also the hierarchization of Japanese construction workers and the reformation of labor structures

in Japan.

Keywords: Kyonbu railroad, Korean laborers, social impact, paid laborers, hierarchization
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