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Understanding and Social Change: the Incompatibility between
the "Understanding of the Rationality of Others" Approach and
Religious Experience

ASAYAMA Taichi

Abstract:

The goal of qualitative sociology, according to Masahiko Kishi, is to regain solidarity with minorities and
vulnerable people by understanding the context of their actions through methods such as life history and
participant observation. This paper examines the possibilities and challenges of Kishi Masahiko's method by
taking a cue from the "incompatibility" of the "understanding the rationality of the other" approach and the
understanding of the believer. First, I examine the use of Kishi's concept of "rationality" and point out that one
assumption encompassed by the concept poses a peculiar difficulty in describing the motivations of believers.
Second, taking Kishi's discussion of "social survey communities" and "detail in qualitative research" as a clue, I
point out that the above signaled difficulties were a request of his methodology. Kishi's approach is currently
considered as one with the faculty to release a person under investigation from the responsibility of his actions,;
the contradiction is that it functions as forgiver when applied to a perpetrator. However, this paper's discussion
suggests that Kishi's method of 'understanding' may include elements of social change practice, and argues that

concerns about its consequences explain some of his attitudes towards the subject of the investigation.

Keywords: Qualitative research, religious experience, rationality of others, pragmatism, secular and religion
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