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A Point of Contact between the Disabled Persons' Movement and the
New Left Movement: Questioning the Historical View of the
“KASEITOU Incident Fight”

YAMAGUCHI Kazunori

Abstract:

It has been suggested that the "KASEITOU Incident Fight" of July 7, 1970, served as a pivotal turning point for
the rise of minority-led movements in Japan, including the disability rights movement. However,
comprehensive historical analyses focusing on specific movements initiated by minorities themselves remain
insufficient. This paper examines the trajectory from the establishment of the Kansai "Disabled" Liberation
Committee to the formation of Zenshoren (the All Japan Federation of Organizations of Disabled People),
drawing upon official publications. The "KASEITOU Incident Fight" appears to have influenced both the
founding of the Kansai Disabled Liberation Committee and the direction of its activism, indirectly exerting
significant impact on the formation of Zenshoren. Notably, the Kansai Disabled Liberation Committee harbored
strong opposition toward both the "New Left factions" and "Zenshoken," stemming from its aversion to
factionalism. At the very least, the presence of the "KASEITOU Incident Fight" as a backdrop cannot be denied.
This suggests that the "KASEITOU Incident Fight" indirectly had a substantial influence on the disability

movement, although this is merely a consideration based on a single case.

Keywords: New Left Movement, KASEITOU Incident Fight, 1968, Agency, Identity Politics
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