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A historical study on information support for Deaf Students:
The case of the establishment of the Japan Deaf Students Association

TANEMURA Kotaro

Abstract:

This paper aims to clarify the significance of movements by organizations composed of Deaf students enrolled
in higher education within the context of traditional Deaf movements. For that purpose, this paper uses a
literature review of newsletters from the "Japan Hearing Impaired Students Association" and the "Japan Deaf
Students Association", as well as interviews with individuals who were involved at the time. Traditional Deaf
movements have mainly focused on the activities of adult Deaf individuals from the perspectives of "education
for Deaf children" and "the protection of rights for adult Deaf individuals." However, movements led by Deaf
individuals enrolled in higher education institutions have not been included in that scope. The organizations
covered in this study advocated for the protection of Deaf students' right to education in a time when there
were no formal systems in place to guarantee their learning rights in higher education, and organized efforts to
provide information support personnel and campaigned for lecture accommodations at higher education
institutions. This movement can be seen as bridging the separate spheres of "education for Deaf children" and

"adult Deaf movements," offering a new perspective on traditional Deaf movements.

Keywords: Japan Hearing Impaired Student Association, Japan Deaf Student Association, Deaf students,

Information support
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