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How do family relationships interpreted ? :
Focusing on the narratives of elderly female ex-prisoners

TAKEMATSU Miyuki

Abstract:

Social isolation has been identified as one of the problems surrounding elderly prisoners. Turning to older
female prisoners, they are often closely related to oppressive gender structures, such as experiences of violence
and spells of gender norms. Prior research has pointed to the important implications for “family” of older female
prisoners throughout the pre-release and post-release phases of their sentences. However, it has not been
clarified how the meaning of “family” has changed for elderly female prisoners at each stage from pre- to post-
incarceration. Based on this concern, the purpose of this paper was to clarify how the family is made
meaningful to elderly female ex-prisoners based on their narratives about their family relationships from before
to after their release from prison. The analysis revealed that family was only one of many relationships, and

that anxiety about her own recidivism was far more significant than her relationship with her family.

Keywords: imprisonment experience, female inmate, elderly
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