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The Circulation System of Mooncake Vouchers during the Mid-Autumn
Festival: Bridging the Logic of Gift-Giving Culture and Market Exchange

KONG Wenhao

Abstract:

This paper explores the practice of using “mooncake vouchers” in China’s Mid-Autumn Festival, where these
vouchers function as both gift items and a strategic component of mooncake manufacturers’ business strategies.
The study highlights the circulation system for mooncake vouchers, which serves as a critical mechanism
enabling these commercial strategies. To elucidate the structure of this circulation system, interview was
conducted with individuals engaged in various aspects of the mooncake industry. The findings indicate that,
distinct from ordinary mooncake sales, manufacturers utilize this system to secure additional profits and
mitigate business risks by reclaiming vouchers through intermediaries, commonly known as scalpers.
Moreover, other stakeholders within the system, including consumers and scalpers, actively pursue their own
interests, thereby driving the system and facilitating a shift from the logic of gift exchange to that of market

exchange.

Keywords: Gift-giving, Mooncake voucher, Gift voucher, Transferable, Circulation system
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