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Transforming Space and Body Through Playfulness: Insights from
Practices Based on the Thoughts of Shusaku Arakawa and Madeline Gins

KIDA Mariko

Abstract:

This study employs a physical workshop utilizing an architectural mockup based on Arakawa and Gins’
theories to explore their concepts empirically. The artist duo Shusaku Arakawa and Madeline Gins, who were
active in New York since the 1960s, developed groundbreaking concepts of “Architectural Body” and “Reversible
Destiny” through their multidisciplinary practice encompassing painting, sculpture, film, literature, and
architecture. Their innovative work has profoundly impacted art, philosophy, and architecture. While their
theories have been predominantly analyzed through philosophical and artistic lenses, their later architectural
concept, which aims to expand human potential, extend lifespan, and enhance life quality through
environmental design, necessitates a more physical research approach. The research demonstrates that
“‘communal learning” as conceptualized in multimodal anthropology and “playfulness”, are both essential and
effective in realizing and sustaining the human transformation envisioned by the artists. By integrating these
elements with architectural practice, this paper offers new insight into the practical application and potential of

Arakawa and Gins’ revolutionary ideas, bridging the gap between theoretical speculation and lived experience.

Keywords: Arakawa+Gins, body, workshop, multimodality, playfulness
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