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The failure of desire: the pervert's slipping of life
— On Lacan's reading of Genet's Le balcon —

KITAMURA Masato

Abstract:

The purpose of this paper is to re-locate the concept of “comedy” in Jacques Lacan within Lacan's theoretical
problematic system. This paper focuses on Lacan's commentary on Jean Genet's Le Balcon (1956), which was
developed in his 1957-1958 Seminar Volume 5, “The Formations of the Unconscious”, in which Lacan discusses
“comedy” in earnest. Through this reading, we will define the basic position of “comedy” in Lacan's theory. In
doing so, this paper pays particular attention to the function of the phallus in Lacan's “comedy”, and describes
the details of the phallus in “comedy” and the “failure of desire” as a result of the phallus, which previous
studies have failed to point out. The paper shows that “comedy” in Lacan's theory is a “slipping of life” in which
the subject slides as if drifting and postpones the occasion of death by applying the brakes to the movement

toward death as the complete satisfaction of desire.

Keywords: Jacques Lacan, Jean Genet, Le Balcon, Comedy, Phallus
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