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The Actual Condition of Efforts in End-of-Life
Nursing Care in National Leprosy Sanatoriums:
From a Questionnaire Survey of 10 Facilities Nationwide

IHA Hiroyuki

Abstract:

This paper aims to clarify the reality and challenges of end-of-life nursing and discuss its characteristics by
focusing on nurses who practice end-of-life nursing for residents in national leprosy sanatoriums, institutions
with a special historical background that has forcibly isolated residents. A self-administered anonymous
questionnaire survey was conducted among 769 nurses (including assistant nurses) at 10 of the 13 national
leprosy sanatoriums where consent for the study was obtained. A total of 616 copies of the survey responses
were collected, for a collection rate of 80.10%. The results of the analysis highlighted the following eight issues:
(1) "Thorough awareness of the institution's end-of-life care policy," (2) "Lack of experience with end-of-life
care in the ward for impaired patients," (3) "Differences in ideas about end-of-life care," (4) "Professional
nursing practice necessary for end-of-life care," (5) "Environmental improvements necessary for end-of-life
care," (6) "Need for education and training in end-of-life care," (7) "Early interviews with residents toward
the end of their stay," (8) "Information sharing necessary for end-of-life care." These results have confirmed

the direction of future end-of-life nursing efforts at leprosy sanatoriums.

Keywords: National Leprosy Sanatoriums, End-of-Life Nursing Care, Aging of Residents, Survey on Actual

Condition
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