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Resistance to the Expertise:
A Case Study of How Mineral Collectors Using Their Knowledge

SUN Qianran

Abstract:

With the progress of standardization and homogenization brought by the capitalist economy, knowledge
becomes highly specialized, leading to the classification and defined by such expert knowledge. Grading of
gemstones is one such example, and the improvement of gemstone grading also influences the world of mineral
collecting. However, there are those who, known as mineral collectors, oppose the aesthetic standards
established by those kinds of criteria. The aim of this thesis is to discuss the mechanism surrounding the
buying and selling of mineral specimens, an area that has not been sufficiently discussed. It seeks to illustrate
how collectors exchange information and utilize empirical knowledge based on their own observations, against
the biased information, and temporarily achieve a de-centralization of knowledge. Through the stones that leak
out from the gaps of a world of gemstones divided by expert knowledge, we aim to offer a new perspective for

anthropological research on minerals.

Keywords: Mineral, expert knowledge, tacit knowledge, capitalism, mineral collector
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